
[bookmark: _GoBack]Write a Memo about the minimum wage issue in the U.S. (Issue Diagnosis). Write at least 500 words. Should use reliable sources (academic journals). Answer all the questions below. 


For question number one (What are the characteristic of the target population(s)) you need to read the article: SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF TARGET POPULATIONS: IMPLICATIONS FOR POLITICS AND POLICY (for the authors: Schneider and Ingram). The link is below.
https://ojs.unbc.ca/index.php/design/article/view/1484/1227

1. What are the characteristic of the target population(s)? Where in the typology developed by Schneider and Ingram would you place some of the key actors in your policy case? What characteristics of the target population(s) influence the politics of agenda setting in your case? 
…..

2. Who are the key stakeholders? It is also important to identify the various groups who have a “stake” or “claim” in an issue. These are individuals who are voicing claims of harm, or who have a stake in the status quo continuing, or in particular policy proposals. Who were the stakeholders in this case? What are their sources of power and influence? (You have to choose non-governmental agencies for stakeholders)


3. What are the claims and evidence of harm (or opportunity)? The first step in issue framing is to identify the claims of harm or opportunity, and to consider the magnitude of the problem. What is the harm and what is the magnitude of the harm? 


4. What are the value claim? Quite often sorting out policy issues requires confrontation of competing value claims articulated by various stakeholder groups. 


1. What is the evidence regarding causal claims? Framing of an issue so that action may be taken often requires the development and justification of causal arguments. (It is often difficult to identify causation, because your policy issue is a “wicked problem.” If so, what manner did your policy issue involve a “wicked problem.”) 

2. What are the policy variables? An important aspect of issue diagnosis is to think about the extent to which the various causes or influences affecting a problem may be affected or “manipulated” by public policy. Causes or factors that can be affected by policy intervention are called “policy variables.” What factors could be manipulated by your policy? What factors are more difficult to influence?

1. Is a “policy window” open? Kingdon identifies several factors that are important to agenda setting, including catalyzing events or other forms of “problem signaling,” political factors and policy factors. To what extent are these factors of your policy issue? 
